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Black Ducle Brook fiddler

may pertorm in Las Vegas

e

By BOBMERCER
Telegram Stafll Wriler
b s pullec 230 teeth, acted as a lay velerinarian
and doctor and played the fiddle aL the National
Arts Centre in Ottawa.
Al 4, he's becorie Lthe going concern of music
- lovers in Newfoundland and abroad and hopes to
lick:e the fancy of visilors to Las Vegas, Nevada,
US> A., where he expects to perform Lhis sunmmer.
His name is Emile Benoit and he was born and
rearcd in the settlement of Black Duck Brook on
MNewfoundland's west coast,
Although he can't read or wrile, 1l's never much

Allhough ne began learning (q hHiddle when lie
was 12 years old, Benoit did not play
professionally until more recently.

He grew polatoes and raised animals for his
family in Black Duck Brook and was also a
blacksmith at one lime

Benoil has acted as a lay doctor and dentist and
says he's pulled about 230 teeth.

Lis toolh pulling career began when he was 18
when a [riend of his asked him to remove an
aching tooth, e pulled it with a pair of plyers and
has since come to the aid of many others who
sulfered from toolhache.

Benoil has pulled all of his molher’s teeth and
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bulhered him and he's living a full If not varied :
. has no Leelh himsell, though he never removed

- L
I'he short, thin man spends his days composing  nem from his own mouth.
Ie says he uses a pair of [orceps he fashioned

fiddle music with the aid of a tape recorder and :
zives Lhe occasivnal performance in Toronto, uhenh_t.-u.'arsablacksmllhandprepares Llhem with
Otlzwa or Si. John's. a coating of 1odine before pulling the tooth.

“1 Jearned how to play (the fiddle) myself'’, A lillle salt in water washed over the gums
<434 Benoit speaking in broken English and  Where the tooth has been removed ‘“kills the
NowloundAndies i poison and slops the blood' according to Benoi!

He savs hie picked up the basi. s from his uncle At least he says il worked for many people in
who played the violin and the rest was in his blood. ~ Black Duck Brook.

“and I can dance loo!"" he exclaimed noting his Benoil's miedical skills have also helped (1

community residents and in parlicular a man who
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- ulther lalenls **bul T must have a prelly woman.”
Benoit also likes rock 'm roll although his

favorile songs are some of his own compositions

like “Emile’'s Dream" and ‘‘Le Sabol Reel"

e named Lhese pieces and Gihers aller things
that happened to him in his day-to-day life.

“The Burnt Potalo Reel’, for example, is a
lively piece with a mood of excitment that came Lo
nim when his wife burnt a pot of potatoes she was
cooking for dinner.

Michael Sirois a friend of Benoit's who 1Is
responsible [or getting him Lo perform recently in
St. John's says Benoil “‘has Lhe musical sense in
his head."’

MUSICMEMORIZED

Indeed, Benoit admits Lhat ‘'music gets trapped
i my head” and it just takes a liltle praclise
vefore he has a piece memorized,

And once it [s ingrained in him he makes good
use of it enlertalning friends and relalives or
playing at a vedding or anniversary.

For 10 lo 15 years Benvil played Lhe fiddle one
night a week to help raise money to build a church
for Blacx Duck Brook,

He doesn't mind not being paid but says lie
sometimes gels Lired when people keep Insisling
on him playing at all hours of Lhe night.

- &

had a gun shell explode in his hand.
The same salled water cleansing and a bandag-
with a pack made from the gum of a juniper lrec

~ brought surprising results, he says.

When the man went Lo see a doctor 11 days lals
his hand was In good condilion and Benoit was
praised for his work,

Bul Benoit 1s not so aclive as doclor-dentis:
velerinarian any more and prefers lo take it easy
and compose and play music for the [iddle.

He has a 40-year-old four string liddle which he
bough! six years ago and is more than content L
make olher people happy with his music.

Aparl from a possible Las Vegas performance
Benoit has also been approached by an el-
repreneur [rom the United States who flew up to
Newloundland recently Lo discuss a small lour i
July,

Benoit was not loo concerned about [t but
moreso wilh gelling back (o Black Duck Brook

Sirois indicated that he was nol much impressed
by the citly.

“We took him to Hotel Newfoundland for some
champagne", he said,

. "He had one sip and asked [or a runi and coke."'

Sirois said this was the real Emile Benoit,
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